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June

July & August
2011

Dear Friends,

It's been clear from some of my recent conversatibhiat the greatest stumbling
block for many people is the presence of so muéflersog in the world. How
can we believe in a God who allows these thindsafgpen?

| am not going to attempt an answer in these fenagraphs, but | would like to
make an observation about what happens when tlidepnayoes unanswered.
We want to know why God allows good people to sutieit God doesn’t appear
to offer any explanation, and all the well-meanihgologians who attempt to
answer on his behalf fail to come up with anythieglly satisfactory. So we are
left feeling frustrated, or even outraged. We kigkan almighty fuss and
declare that the physical and mental torment soeo@lp have to face is simply
unacceptable.

On the other hand, suppose for a moment that sceneas able to provide an
easily understandable and completely plausibleoready God allows suffering
— imagine that there was an explanation which ted &ff the hook and left us
feeling that he was justified in allowing so mudhirpand sorrow. Of course we
still wouldn't like the fact that suffering existedut an answer would persuade
us that it was in some sense inevitable or accéptalthe sense of outrage would
be much diminished.

It seems to me that the first scenario (outragbeatack of an answer) is a much
better response to the world’s pain than the sesoadario (acceptance that
suffering is somehow understandable). It is besavesfind suffering so
appalling that we try to find cures for diseaskaf tve raise money to feed the
hungry, that we campaign for trade justice, thaseteup tsunami warning
systems. Itis our outrage in the face of massivean tragedy that makes us
cry out, “How can we stop this happening again?”

But remember what | said earlier. | am not atténgpan answer. I'm not for a
moment suggesting that the reason God allows $udfés to stimulate our
outrage. All I'm saying is that it's OK to be bddéred and angry and appalled
at the amount of suffering in our world. I'm s@ed feels the same. And I'm
sure he is more than ready to help us confrontasd| overcome suffering.

Paul




REVD DALE SHERRIFF
First of all may | introduce myself to those whoségoined the Dorking & Horsham Circuit
since my leaving in 1999. In 1994 | arrived in kloem as a ‘fresh out of college’ newly-
wed Probationer Minister, to the section of thewir which then included St Andrew’s,
Southwater and Partridge Green. After servingfurther two circuits | am now working
with thelnspire Networkas a Project Development Officer with the Metho@ikurch. |
am also the very happy father of two gorgeous ofiildyes, they obviously take after
Susan, their mother). Grace is 7 and Benjamin iSI3uld we meet up this year, you are
free to choose between the causes of work or fapeilyg behind the bags under my eyes
and my loss of hair!

It has been a great pleasure since Christmasit®Sasthwater and to witness the change
and growth in the life of that particular Christieommunity. To meet up with Kath Jones
who was a member at St Andrew’s during my senticsee her leadership and care, and th
obvious positive results, was a great experieg®ther positive story to share across the
wider Methodist Church! At the first opportunityasked Jenny Ellis who heads up the
Evangelism, Spirituality and Discipleship work the Methodist Church, how one shares
such good news most effectively.

Imagine my surprise when shortly after, within arkehop thdnspire Team were
facilitating, | met up with Chris Currie at the L&yorkers’ Conference! Another link in the
chain | thought, not least because | was also camwating with John Oborn regarding my
offering a piece for the Circuit Newsletter abouwt present role and letting old friends
know of our whereabouts.

So, tying the strings together, | was visiting $ovdter to share about an initiative called the
Inspire Network which is about developing people’s disciplesti@a ongoing lifestyle,
bringing together a deepening spirituality, withiacreased engagement with God in God’s
loving mission to the world. While this soundswegrand, the way Inspire seeks to help
people is very simple. We provide resources tp pebple engage in those recognised
spiritual practices of prayer, scripture readind aarvice, etc., on a regular basis.
Alongside this, we provide the resources for petplmeet together in groups of 3-4 to
support and encourage one another in their jouaseghristian disciples.

Some of those same themes and resources were shdned_ay Workers’ Conference
workshop at which Chris was a helpful participade used the cyclical way of life
framework of ‘Reflecting, Relating and Respondinghich are integral to Inspire, to help
people engage with something of the viagpire works.

| hope to visit St Andrew’s soon and perhaps arodppity might arise for us to share with
the wider Circuit and beyond, as a half-day evemhaps? Meanwhile, please take a look a
the website:www.inspire-network.org.uk

(Editor's note: Dale will also be leading the CletirAnniversary at Dorking on November 20.)

CIRCUIT DIARY
Tues June 7 LP/WL meeting, London Rd, 7.30 pm
Tues Sep 6 LPWL meeting, Dorking, 7.30 pm
Sat Sept 10 District Synod at Camberley
Thurs Sep 15 Circuit Meeting at Dorking, 7.30 pm
Thurs Mar 1 Circuit Meeting at Southwater, 7.30 pm




Revd Dr Malcolm Rothwell commends

ST ANDREW’'S, HORSHAM his latest book

Kath Jones is again running one of Sense and Nonsense:

her superb Bible Study courses, given  conversations with a clown about
in an easy to follow, relaxed way. spiritual things

They are at St. Andrew’s in our Quiet

Room on Jun_e .13' July 12 and | said yes, I'd endorse this book. After all, the
contmue again in September. Each author is a friend. However, | am a busy man so |
evening starts at 7.30 pm and thought I would just skim through it and write a
everybody will be most welcome. nice, if anodyne, sentence or two; to show willing.

It is our Church Anniversary on June 11at after all, is what friends do.
19, and we have Revd Dale Sherriff It didn’t turn out that way. This book took hold of

visiting for our Faith Tea on Saturday me and would not let me go until | had finished it.
18, with a talk aboulnspireas well The format, the content, the pungency and the

as leading the Sunday service. passion quite overwhelmed me.

The Revd the Lord Griffiths writes:

- : S This is a first-rate work of apologetics with nota
We are reviving ha}vmg apicnic with no obfuscation, a sustainedpfocgs and lots of )
games and kite-flying at Goring-on- energy. It is a must, not only for old stagers like
Sea on Sunday afternoon 26 June.  me, put for anyone else who wants to get inside the
Our AGM, known as ou¥ision Day meaning of faith without the trappings or the

will be on Saturday July 2. As well ~ €ntanglements of a previous age.

as the nitty-gritty business, we make | found it immensely pleasurable and | can only

a social event of it with a Strawberry ~ hope it gets a wide readership

Tea. (Published by AuthorHouse
Terry Cullen ISBN: 9781456770105)

LEATHERHEAD
Family and Children’s Work : It is good to be able to celebrate growth, emerging
from a long period of building relationships withemr community, alongside our
partners in the Anglican and URC congregationsssyieChurch is a good
example. Six months in, | have the sense thatre®eaginning to move on from being
“just one more after school club”, to growing im&al Christian fellowship. Families
are making Messy Church a priority — as shown leyab+ children who turned up in
the middle of the school holidays! Children arkiag questions - and parents are
asking for advice about answering them. | begisete families realising that Messy
Church is not just two hours of fun, but a churahtleeir terms; a place where they can
explore faith and deal with issues that are botigetfiem. It is a big challenge for us to
nurture the emergence of faith, while keeping therd wide open for those who are
coming for the first time. Please pray for themtess we respond to that challenge.
Jane Smith
New Fire: Thanks to a strong team across the Churches imédaadNew Fire
continues towards the end of its third year. ketathe form of a contemporary worship
service using music, video, scripture, and prayith some challenging topics for
reflection and comment. The worship is prepared byam that meets each month to
consider the next service. The team shares themsiiility for leading the worship,
and preparing the elements that are putjiﬂto ie |88k forward to the growing strength
of the fellowship between our churches as we simatt@s style of worship, and
encourage participation in a way that our converdigervices have been unable to do.
David Stoves



LONDON ROAD, HORSHAM
The Action for Children support group has raised
£1665 after an amazing response to two recent
events, and looks forward to the next two events,
the Tea Party on Sunday June 12, and the annual
Step Out Walk on Sunday July 3.
Our Drama Group lived up to its commitment to
contributing to London Road's worship life with
Three Days in Jerusaleduring Holy Week. The
play, written and directed by John Woodward,
followed the story of Christ's arrest, crucifixion
and resurrection through the eyes and reactions of
five ordinary people in Biblical Jerusalem. The
play was well received by an audience of about
80 people drawn from London Road, other
churches and, in some cases, from no church.
On a more relaxed notéeddy's Adventure fun
event just before Easter for young families, was

A MENDELSSOHN TREAT
On 1 September 2011 | shall
complete twenty five years as
Director of Music and Organist at St
Martin’s. Slightly ahead of that

time, onSaturday 16 July at 7.00
pm, | want to fulfil a dream to
conduct a performance of my
favourite OratoridPaulus (St Paul)
by Mendelssohn. This is an

unjustly neglected piece, but
nevertheless a fabulous experience,

predatingElijah by eleven years.
Martin Ellis

For more details and how to book,
visit the News page on
www.dorkingmethodist.org.uk

well supported and enjoyed. John Woodward

SOUTHWATER

This has been a busy time for SCMC as we have @tb Easter. We began on Gooc
Friday with a morning of activities for childremdse over seven with Angie and her tear
in Beeson House, while those who usually come tosdfeChurch enjoyed Easter
activities with Darren and his team at the schdoése we worship! This was followed by
a ‘bring and share’ lunch and we were pleased ity of our Messy Church families
stayed to join in this act of fellowship. It wder once, a gloriously hot day but still 24
budding walkers set off to walk through the villead into the woods to enjoy the glory
of God’s creation. All 24 were pleased to retwrthte school for a very welcome drink
and Hot Cross buns. More of our Church family thened us for a short service of
reflection, during which we placed those stonesweahad collected on our walk onto the
cross as a reminder of our burdens which Jesusftookus by dying on the cross.

Easter Saturday came, another glorious day, amdup @f us met in Lintot Square to give
out balloons, Easter eggs and to share the mesdagaster with the villagers as they
went about their Saturday morning shopping.

A special treat was in store on Easter Sundaynibe made bacon butties for breakfas
which were enjoyed outside in the glorious sunshamel followed by our Easter
Celebration led by Kath! We welcomed many visitensl had our largest congregation o
the year so far!

So, with Easter just a memory and everyone bawlogt and school, our thoughts turn to
summer, and after the success of last year’s Bhimp we plan to run a second one this
year. We have moved it to July in the hope of warmeather (especially at night) and sc
that our young people will not have ttg®worry ddittexams. We are hoping that all
members of SCMC will join us for all or part of theekend and, if you would like more
details, please do not hesitate to contact me. Shirley Gardner
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Pastorate Details
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